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which he dwelt, might, with equal reason, complain that he
was not tried by the law of the place of his nativity, as an
Hindu in Calcutta, because that town is situated in Bengal.
There is nothing in the quality of an Hindu that makes the
law of the country wherein he was born more attached to him,
than to a Frenchman, or a Spaniard; all must be obedient
to the law that protects them. It was not till since the seat
of government, and the collection of the revenue, have been
brought to Calcutta, that it has become populous, by the influx
of black inhabitants. The laws have riot been obtruded on
them, they have come to the laws of England."
He affirmed, that long before his time the laws of
England, statute and common, had becu indiscri-
minately put in force at Calcutta; that murders, high-
way robberies, burglaries, felonies of all kinds, had been
tried in the same manner as at the Old Bailey, and con-
victions and executions had on them, as well against
Hindus, Mussulmans, Portuguese, and other foreign
inhabitants, as against those who were more especially
called British subjects. Copies of the records of the
old Court were in the India House, and must be full of
such trials. Besides records, and the precedents they
established, he had been guided by the Charter, and by
instructions sent out by the Court of Directors, showing
the new Court how to proceed against prisoners not
understanding English; how to proceed when any Por-
tuguese, Hindu, or other native of India, not born of
British parents, should happen to be prosecuted for
any capital offence; which, according to the instructions,
would"probably often happen"
On legal conclusions and precedents, the Supreme
Court would have been justified in trying Nuncomar as
an inhabitant of Calcutta for a crime committed in Cal-
cutta; but before proceeding to the trial he made a still
more particular search, and found that this specific sta-
tute of forgery had been acted on, and most completely
published, to all the inhabitants of Calcutta, and to the
Hindus more especially; for he found that, in ] 765, Ra-
dachund Mettre, an Hindu, had been tried, convicted,
and received sentence of death by the former Court, for
the forgery of the codicil of a will of one Cojah Solo-
mon, an Armenian. He admitted that this tiUndu had
not been hanged, but that was because it was the first
condemnation for such a crime.